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Notes from the SMVOAD hosted Conference Call on the Gulf Coast Oil Spill Response 

Date and time, Saturday May 1st, 10:00 AM central

Call in line,          800-320-4330

Pin,                       897612#

Roll Call taken as participants called in, 

Jon Biggs, SMVOAD, Thank everyone for taking time out of the Saturday for this call.

The main goal of the call is to begin to develop a complete list of resources and volunteer opportunities for SMVOAD members to use in their response to the oil spill. Some contacts earlier reported are;

· www.Pascagoulariver.audubon.org, training to assist wildlife signup

· www.oceansprings-ms.gov, cleanup training signup

· www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com, unified command website

· www.oilspillvolunteers.com, a volunteer group in Ocean Springs

Ken Skalitzky, FEMA Region IV, reported the Coast Guard is the lead agency for the response, FEMA is monitoring at this time.

Phil Shaw, Corporation for National and Community Service, is working with USCG and BP to see what training for volunteers is available, to find out training requirement and who can provide the training.

John Hosey, IDTF, is working on identifying training and trainers. Will work to set up a Train the Trainer as soon as possible on the coast. John has also purposed that SMVOAD members form a committee to plan an Oil Spill Summit to be held on the coast. A planning meeting for the summit has been set for 2:00PM central Wednesday May 5th at the Knight Nonprofit Center in Gulfport. 

Jay Huffstatler, GCCF, has been contacted be several potential donors

Lori West & Pamela, IRD,  has housing available for volunteer housing, has space available for volunteer training, and will serve on the summit committee.

Sandra Braasch, MSVOAD, is monitoring the oil spill and has suggested MSVOAD and SMVOAD prepare a combined resource list. Jon and Sandra with combine their resource lists and distribute.

Maria Morris, RAI, is monitoring the oil spill while responding to the Yazoo City tornado.

Mary Tell, United Way of SM, have gotten the call from the MCVS authorizing them to set up a VRC by the Mississippi Commission for Volunteer Service and are coordinating with the Corporation for National and Community Service.  We have a site in Hancock County, if necessary. Mary is attending a meeting at the Hancock County EOC and will report back. 

Alan Webb, mentioned signup for wildlife cleanup training at www.Pascagoulariver.audubon.org
We do not have the next conference call scheduled yet, but will attend the three Yazoo City calls next week for short oil spill updates. Those calls are scheduled for Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10:00 am central. 

Thanks again to everyone who participated on the call today,

Please continue email updates to jbiggs@lesm.org,

And say a prayer for the people of the Gulf Coast. 

Blessings, Jon Biggs 
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